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SUB J : BETHLEHEM MAYOR DISCUSSES RECENT WEST BANK DEVELOPMENTS 

1 . IN A RECENT DISCUSSION WITH CONGEN OFFICER, 

BETHLEHEM MAYOR FREIJ, A MODERATE WEST BANK 
PERSONALITY, TOUCHED ON SEVERAL MATTERS OF 
INTEREST INCLUDING STATUS OF WEST BANK MAYORS 
POLICY STATEMENT (JERUSALEM 971), RECENT SHIFT 
IN ATTITUDE AND TACTICS OF ISRAELI MILITARY 
GOVERNMENT OFFICIALS TOWARD WEST BANK MAYORS, AND 
RECENT DEVELOPMENTS REGARDING FINANCIAL AID TO 
WEST BANK CITIES COMING FROM ARAB STATES. 

2. WEST BANK MAYORS STATEMENT - ALTHOUGH 
DOCUMENT HAS BEEN SIGNED BY MAJORITY OF MAYORS, 
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IT HAS BEEN HELD UP BECAUSE AL BIRA OBJECTS TO 
SPECIFYING 1967 BORDERS AS ACCEPTABLE GOAL 
AND NABLUS HAS SUGGESTED MAINTAINING FORMULATION 
OF PLO AS "SOLE" LEGITIMATE REPRESENTATIVE OF 
PALESTINIANS AND WISHES STATEMENT TO CALL FOR 
"PEACE WITH JUSTICE." FREIJ PLANS TO GO TO 
NABLUS IN NEXT FEW DAYS TO TRY TO OBTAIN 
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SIGNATURES OF NABLUS AND TWO OTHER NORTHERN TOWNS. 

3. MILITARY GOVERNMENT PRESSURE ON THE 
MUNICIPALITIES - ACCORDING TO FREIJ, THE MILITARY 
GOVERNMENT HAS RECENTLY MOVED TO RESTRICT THE 
POLITICAL ACTIVITIES OF THE WEST BANK MAYORS AND 
DIMINISH THEIR POLITICAL STANDING. 

THE NEW POLICY IS REFLECTED: 

A. BY STRICT ATTENTION TO ANY POLITICAL STATEMENT 
MADE BY A MAYOR WHICH IS PROMPTLY FOLLOWED BY 
HARASSING INQUIRIES. 

B. BY RESTRICTING TRAVEL OF THE MAYORS ABROAD AND 
TO VARIOUS PARTS OF THE WEST BANK (E.G. A DELEGATION 
FROM JERICHO WAS RECENTLY PREVENTED FROM GOING TO 
QABATIYAH TO ORANIZE A RECONCILIATION BETWEEN 
FEUDING CLANS). 

C. BY DENYING THE MAYORS DIRECT CONTACT WITH THE 
WEST BANK MILITARY GOVERNMENT IN BEIT EL, THUS 
FORCING THEM TO WORK THROUGH THE DISTRICT GOVERNORS 
WITH A RESULTANT SLOW DOWN IN DOING BUSINESS. 

FREIJ DESCRIBED THE PRESENT POLITCY AS A 180 DEGREE 
REVERSAL OF THE DAYAN-PERES POLICY OF LOCAL AUTONOMY. 
THE CHANGE ACTUALLY BEGAN WHEN THE CURRENT ARAB 
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AFFAIRS ADVISOR MENACHEM MILSON REPLACED AMNON COHEN 
SEVERAL MONTHS AGO, BUT THE NEW LIKUD GOVERNMENT 
HAS APPARENTLY ACCEPTED AND ENCOURAGED THIS POLICY. 

THIS UNHELPFUL CHANGE HAS SERVED TO MOVE FREIJ 
TWOARDS CONFRONTATION. (" WHAT INCENTIVE DO I HAVE 
NOW TO CONTINUE A MODERATE POLICY?" HE ASKED) AND, 

THUS, TO UNITE THE WEST BANK. FREIJ HIMSELF EXPECTS 
A SERIOUS CONFRONTATION WITH THE MILITARY GOVERNMENT 
AND BELIEVES THAT HE IS IN A BETTER POSITION THAN 
ANY OTHER MAYOR TO FIGHT THE BATTLE BECAUSE OF HIS 
PAST RECORD OF MODERATION. AS ONE OPTION, FREIJ IS 
ENTERTAINING THE IDEA OF ASKING FOR A MEETING WITH 
FOREIGN MINISTER MOSHE DAYAN WITH WHOM HE HAS A 
GOOD RELATIONSHIP AND WHOM HE CONSIDERS REASONABLE. 
DEFENSE MINISTER WEIZMAN, ON THE OTHER HAND, WHOM 
FREIJ MET AT HIS INVESTITURE STRIKES FRIEJ AS BEING 
BRUSQUE AND STUBBORN. 

4. FINANCIAL AID FOR THE MUNICIPALITIES - THE 

MILITARY GOVERNMENT HAS SET TWO CONDITIONS FOR ALLOWING 
FINANCIAL AID FROM TWIN CITIES INTO THE WEST BANK. 

FIRST, PROJECT APPROVAL BY THE MILITARY GOVERN- 
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MENT AND, SECOND, WRITTEN APPROVAL BY THE 
GOVERNMENT OF JORDAN. THE LATTER CONDITION, 

FRIEJ SAYS, IS UNACCEPTABLE TO HIM AND TO THE OTHER 
MUNICIPALITIES. FREIJ SAYS HE WILL PUBLICLY 
REJECT IT AND TRY TO BRING MONEY ACROSS TO 
CONTINUE HIS PROJECTS WITHOUT THE MILITARY GOVERN- 
MENT'S APPROVAL. THIS WILL COMPEL THE ISRAELIS 
TO USE FORCE TO STOP THE PROJECTS. 

5. PRISONERS' STRIKE IN HEBRON - PRISONERS 
IN THE HEBRON JAIL HAVE BEEN ON STRIKE TO PROTEST 
BAD LIVING CONDITIONS FOR SEVERAL WEEKS NOW 
ACCORDING TO FREIJ. (COMMENT: THIS HAS NOT BEEN 
REPORTED IN THE ARAB PRESS.) THE MILITARY 
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GOVERNOR HAS RETURNED WITHOUT CONSIDERATION A 
REQUEST BY MAYOR QAWASIMI FOR IMPROVEMENTS. 

THE MUNICIPALITIES, FREH SAYS, ARE PREPARED TO 
PROVIDE THE NECESSARY FUNDS FOR BALNKETS, ETC., 
HOWEVER, THE ISRAELIS REFUSE THIS SOLUTION. 
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